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Data trouble IV: Contestation of datafied migration and border 
control regimes  

The event will take place in a hybrid format  

Organisation: Dana Diminescu (Telecom Paris), Tom Montel (Université Paris 8), Kinan 
Alajak (Utrecht University / Utrecht University of Applied Sciences), Nina Amelung, 
(Universidade de Lisboa); Martin Bak Jørgensen (Aalborg University); Brigitta Kuster, 
(Humboldt-Universität, Berlin); Katharina Wuropulos (University of Bergen). 

Outline:  
In a fourth workshop of the DATAMIG COST ACTION Working Group 3, Laboratory, the 
working group continues to engage with modalities of contesting the datafication of migration 
and border control. The two-day workshop will embrace various topics related to contesting 
datafied migration and border control regimes. The working group 3 sessions bring together 
contributions of diverse authors (academics, activists, journalists, artists and migrants) who 
portray forms of academic and civic collaborations where current problématiques of 
migration and border control regimes and data are at stake. Critical, interventional and 
inventive, creative, artistic and poetic engagements with datafication of migration and border 
control regimes and migrants’ data matters are studied and investigated. We ask how can 
academic, civil society, grassroots and artistic initiatives generate and engage critically and 
creatively with datafication of migration and border control more inclusively whilst 
protecting negatively affected communities. The objective is to assemble knowledge that 
inspires reflections and mobilizations of civic actions in careful and impactful ways in 
solidarity with migrants.  
The workshop includes a panel discussion on the “History and Topicality of the Autonomy of 
Migration in Times of Data-driven Authoritarianism in European Migration Policy with 
invited guests. Furthermore, there will be a keynote dialogue on “The Far Right, Migration, 
and Data”. 
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We invite contributions that respond to the following themes: 
-​ We invite contributions in particular to two themes which will be featured in a 

thematic panel each: first, art-based activism and datafied migration and border 
control regimes and, second, counter monitoring on human rights violation in the 
context of detention and deportation. See in further detail below.  

-​ Additionally, there is an open panel which assembles contributions which speak to the 
following criteria: 

-​ A specific focus of working group 3 lies on methodologies and approaches of 
connecting knowledges and building bridges from the local to the global; 
apathy-countering inspiring practices to intervene in politics and public debate; 
exploring forms of creating more transparency and accountability; better 
understandings and counter knowledges of the interplay of technology, 
practice and institutions at the border; practices of artistic speculation, 
collaboration, resistance; engagements of civil society in advocacy work; 
investigative journalism, strategic litigation, campaigning, solidarity work; 
approaches of grass root activism and solidarity with people on the move.  

-​ Special attention is given to specific sites of collaborative interventions and 
portraying cases of collaborative engagements linked to the contributor’s own 
work or experience. Sites of interests are border struggles, everyday practices 
of migration and resistance, immigration detention and deportation, undoing 
the securitization of migration, unpacking and contesting categories and 
statistics and democratic struggles and democracy labs, imagination and 
visions about how things could be otherwise.  

-​ We welcome portrayals of critical engagements with paradigms and modes of 
regulating human mobility through datafication take the history of data 
infrastructures of migration and border control rooted in imperial and colonial 
legacies as well as current geo-politics of the externalisation of borders into 
account.  

-​ Contributions are encouraged to share methodological and analytical tools 
deriving from practices and experiences from and for civic actors to inspire 
careful and experimental forms of collaboration on the one hand, and 
policy-relevant considerations of regulating human mobility beyond the 
anti-migration, security and data driven paradigms on the other.  

 
We encourage contributions that portray making-and-doings and multi-modal interventions 
(film, participatory methodologies, art installations, performances, exhibitions, graphic 
illustrations, alternative forms of publishing) having to do with migrants’ matters of 
datafication.  
 
In this workshop we give priority to the following two important themes: 

Theme 1: Art-based activism and datafied migration and border control regimes 
(organized by Dana Diminescu, Martin Bak Jørgensen and Nina Amelung) 
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With this theme we follow the discussions of the previous workshop in Lisbon in September 
2024 and continue to pay attention to the critical engagement form of art based activism in 
the realm of datafied migration and border control regimes. Art and artistic practices have 
been used to address, rearticulate, problematize and deconstruct state and border regimes 
depictions of ‘flows’, ‘routes’, ‘stocks’, ‘populations’. Artistic practices problematize 
established truths and offer counter frames, imaginaries and readings of the world. Using 
artistic practices does not necessitate being an ‘artist’. Visualizations, drawings, collage-work 
all are tools that are used in co-creative collaborative practices with a transformative aim. 
Critical, counter-cartographies approaches have shown how producing counter-maps and 
counter-cartographies can de-stabilize how we see the city, the university, the border and 
migration control regimes and other arenas. This part of the workshop aims to bring together 
scholars, artists and activists and asks if artistic aesthetic practices and critical arts based 
interventions can be used to problematize depictions, taken-for-granted representations of 
datafied migrations and be means of an alternative transformative knowledge-production. The 
discussions also critically engage with problems that may arise from instrumentalizing art for 
political, educational or research purposes.  
 
Theme 2: Counter monitoring on human rights violation in the context of detention and 
deportation 

With this theme we follow the discussions of the public roundtable Challenging ignorance: 
Unpacking disguised migrant detention regimes held in Lisbon in September 2024. There is a 
wealth of evidence produced by critical researchers and activists demonstrating that 
immigration detention and deportation centres are sites of rights deprivation, suffering, and 
dehumanisation. The systemic violence inherent in detention and deportation undermines 
people’s well-being at the deepest levels, attacking their dignity and denying their political 
agency. Despite this amount of evidence, research has not yet been able to spark radical 
political transformations. Starting from these considerations, this part of the workshop aims to 
bring together critical scholars, lawyers, and activists who are involved in documenting and 
exposing the violence of immigration detention and deportation, or related forms of migrant 
containment, across various jurisdictions. The objective is to explore the challenges inherent 
in this type of research work and discuss strategies to address them. Instead of solely focusing 
on findings, we envision this as a space to exchange insights on the process of collecting 
counter data as a form of counter mapping and counter monitoring these forms of 
state-corporate violence. Specifically, emphasis will be placed on the conceptual frameworks 
and methodological approaches used, their limits and potentialities in order to spark new 
radical imaginaries. Key questions we would like to address are: How can we illuminate the 
violence of detention and deportation regimes without reproducing it in our work? What 
vocabulary, conceptual frameworks, and methodological approaches can we use to counter 
map violence in these sites? 
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Submissions: 
 

Please submit an abstract of 250 words and a biographic note. Please indicate your interest 
and availability, if you would like to attend online or on-site, and if you would like to take up 
an active role (presenter, moderator) to datamig.laboratory@gmail.com, subject [Paris 
workshop 2025 Participation] by July 15 2025. 
 
We have limited funding for reimbursing travel and accommodation costs for on site 
attendance. Those who actively engage in the conference’s activities as presenter or 
moderator as well as criteria defined by COST (gender, junior researchers, non-inclusive 
target countries) will be taken into account by dedicating reimbursement funds to persons. 
 
Important Dates: 
 
Opening call: mid of June 
Deadline for submissions: 15 July 2025 
Communication of results: 18 July 2025 
Travel arrangements need to be made asap after the confirmation for onsite participation. 
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